


The study was conducted by INFO SAPIENS LLC commis-
sioned by the New Europe Center. The sample compris-
es 1553 respondents. The survey was conducted by CATI 
method (computer-assisted telephone interviews) based 
on a random sample of mobile phone numbers. The sam-
ple is representative for the adult population of Ukraine 
(aged 18 and older). The sample structure corresponds 
to the structure of the population by such parameters 
as gender, age, size of the settlement and region of pre-
war residence according to the State Statistics Service 
as of 1.01.2022. The survey was not conducted in the 
Autonomous Republic of Crimea, the city of Sevastopol, 
as well as in other territories of Ukraine temporarily oc-
cupied by Russia, where Ukrainian providers do not pro-
vide mobile phone services. Also, the survey does not 
sufficiently cover Ukrainians who have moved abroad. 
The maximum theoretical error does not exceed 3.1%. The 
survey was conducted from December 16 to 25, 2022.

This publication has been produced with the EU support, within the EU-funded EU4USociety project 
implemented by the International Renaissance Foundation. The views and interpretations expressed in 
this publication are the authors’ and do not necessarily reflect those of the EU, EU4USociety and IRF.
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SUMMARY 

Ukrainians are absolutely aware that the path 
to the EU lies through reforms and believe that 
these two processes are inseparable. This is 
probably the key idea from the latest nation-
wide poll commissioned by the New Europe 
Center. 73% believe that it is right that the EU 
has set requirements for Ukraine to implement 
reforms needed for opening accession nego-
tiations. Two-thirds of Ukrainians also support 
the pressure from the EU on Ukraine to tackle 
corruption.

At the same time, Ukrainians are optimistic 
about the European integration of our state — 
half of the respondents believe that Ukraine 
will become a member of the EU in the next 
1-5 years. The war, according to Ukrainians, is 
not the biggest obstacle to this process - 62% 
of citizens believe that Ukraine will be able to 
start EU accession negotiations before the end 
of the war.

Ukrainians trust Andrzej Duda, Joseph Biden and 
Ursula von der Leyen the most, and Vladimir 
Putin, Alexander Lukashenko and Xi Jinping 
the least. Compared to 2021, Ukrainians have 
both increased confidence in the leaders of the 
rating and increased distrust of the laggards. 
Foreign leaders have also become more recog-
nisable to Ukrainians - the events of 2022 have 
apparently made citizens more interested in 
foreign policy.

Among international organizations, respon-
dents trust the EU, NATO and G7 the most. 
Ukrainians also demonstrate their commitment 
to integration into the first two organizations — 
in particular, almost 70% of citizens believe that 
it is impossible to start peace talks with Russia 
by offering Ukraine’s refusal to join NATO in ex-
change for the withdrawal of Russian troops 
from the occupied territories of Ukraine. This 
figure has increased significantly since the be-
ginning of the war — in early March, according 
to Info Sapiens, 56% of respondents did not 
agree to refuse to join NATO, even if it guaran-
teed an immediate end to the war.
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KEY FINDINGS

The secret of successful European 
integration is reforms. Ukrainians 
realize that reforms and implemen-
tation of the best European stan-

dards are the central element of the country’s 
integration into the EU. Almost 40% of citizens 
believe that Ukraine was granted the EU candi-
date status, in particular, due to the progress in 
this sphere — the implemented reforms. This is 
not the first time that Ukrainians have demon-
strated foresight and commitment to reforms — 
responding to the New Europe Center survey in 
2021, 67% of citizens noted that it is important 
for Ukraine to continue pro-European reforms, 
even if the EU does not grant the country a 
membership perspective1.

Most Ukrainians believe that the 
EU’s reform requirements for 
Ukraine are right. Now as Ukraine 
has gained a European perspective 

and candidate status, Ukrainians do not want to 
stop there — 73% of citizens believe it is right 
that the EU has set requirements for Ukraine to 
implement reforms needed for opening acces-
sion negotiations. And while some of the re-
spondents note that the EU should be more le-
nient towards Ukraine in the issue of reforms 
because of the war, 47% confidently state that 

1 «Diplomacy 2022. Expectation of Ukrainian society», New Europe Center, December 13, 2021. http://neweurope.org.ua/en/
analytics/dyplomatiya-2022-zovnishnopolitychni-ochikuvannya-ukrayinskogo-suspilstva/

reforms are in the interests of Ukraine itself and 
the EU should demand their implementation as 
soon as possible. In particular, anti-corruption 
reform is important — more than half of the 
population (60.1%) support the pressure from 
the EU on Ukraine to tackle corruption. Only 
19.5% of respondents say that it is not currently 
the main problem in Ukraine.

Quality of laws is more important 
than speed in the EU accession 
process. Most Ukrainians are aware 
that the quality of reforms imple-

mentation is more important than its speed: 
59% of citizens say that in order to approximate 
Ukraine’s law in line with EU acquis communau-
taire, Ukrainian government needs to prepare 
all the necessary laws as best as possible and 
hold all the necessary discussions, even if it 
takes a long time. The opinion that the laws 
should be adopted as soon as possible, even if 
they will have to be revised later, is supported 
by only one third of the population — 36%. 

War is not an obstacle for European 
progress. Ukrainians are optimistic 
about Ukraine’s further progress to-
wards EU membership despite the 

war — 62% of respondents believe that Ukraine 

http://neweurope.org.ua/en/analytics/dyplomatiya-2022-zovnishnopolitychni-ochikuvannya-ukrayinskogo-suspilstva/
http://neweurope.org.ua/en/analytics/dyplomatiya-2022-zovnishnopolitychni-ochikuvannya-ukrayinskogo-suspilstva/
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will be able to start EU accession negotiations 
before the war ends. 20% of respondents do 
not believe in this possibility.

Ukrainians see the country in the 
EU in the near future. Ukrainians 
can be called Euro-optimists — the 
majority of citizens believe that 

Ukraine will become a member of the EU in the 
short or medium term: 55% of Ukrainians be-
lieve that this will happen in the next 1-5 years. 
27% prefer not to name a particular time frame, 
optimistically choosing the option «as soon as 
the war is over». Only 6% of citizens believe that 
Ukraine will join the EU in the next 10 years.

Joining NATO cannot be a bargain-
ing chip. In October this year, a re-
cord level of support for Ukraine’s 
accession to NATO was recorded in 

Ukraine — 83%2. We decided to ask Ukrainians 
how conscious and sustainable this choice is. In 
March 2022, Ukraine considered the possibility 
of starting peace talks with Russia, offering to re-
fuse Ukraine’s accession to NATO in exchange 
for the withdrawal of Russian troops from the oc-
cupied territories of Ukraine. More than 

2 “Foreign policy orientations of Ukrainians in dynamics”, 
Sociological Group «Rating», October 3, 2022. https://bit.
ly/3GrRBRB

https://bit.ly/3GrRBRB
https://bit.ly/3GrRBRB
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87%

73%

79%

two-thirds of Ukrainians (69%) do not consider it 
possible to start peace talks on such conditions.

Andrzej Duda is the most trusted 
leader. The President of Poland has 
been winning over public opinion in 
Ukraine for the second year in a 

row — 87% of citizens trust him (compared to 
52% in 2021). US President Joseph Biden (79%) 
and European Commission President Ursula von 
der Leyen (73%) rank second and third respec-
tively. In general, there is a significant increase 
in trust to foreign leaders compared to 2021. At 

the same time, it can be assumed that the top 
three leaders could be slightly displaced by for-
mer British Prime Minister Boris Johnson, who 
Ukrainians respect a lot. It is noteworthy, how-
ever, that the new head of the British govern-
ment, Rishi Sunak, ranks fourth — 64% of 
Ukrainians trust him. These data may indicate 
that Ukrainians are aware that support for 
Ukraine in the face of a full-scale invasion is pro-
vided by the states, and not personally by their 
leaders. Therefore, the UK will remain a friend 
to Ukraine, regardless of who heads the 
government. 
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Ukrainians do not trust the aggres-
sor and his henchmen. Putin and 
Lukashenko are the foreign leaders 
that Ukrainians distrust the most for 

the second year in a row — 97% and 94% of re-
spondents. A large proportion of Ukrainians also 
distrust Xi Jinping (73%) and Viktor Orban 
(69%)  — compared to 2021, distrust of these 
leaders has tripled. Ukrainians also began to 
trust Recep Tayyip Erdogan less (the level of 
distrust increased by 27%) and Emmanuel 
Macron (by 14%). In 2022, the level of trust to 
foreign leaders depends on what statements 
these leaders make about the Russian-Ukrainian 
war and what assistance their countries 
provide.

The EU is the leader of Ukrainians’ 
sympathies.  Among all internation-
al organizations and associations, 
Ukrainians trust the EU the most — 

84% of citizens. Probably, this is due to the fact 
that in addition to economic and humanitarian 
assistance, the EU has also shown leadership in 
the field of security and defense: the provision 
of weapons to Ukraine is carried out through 
the European Peace Facility, it was the EU that 
launched a military training mission for the 
Ukrainian armed forces, etc. At the same time, 
Ukrainians believe that this sympathy and trust 
are mutual: 23% of Ukrainians believe that 
Ukraine received candidate status this summer 
because the EU needs Ukraine, and 39% believe 
that it happened due to the reforms implement-
ed. NATO (76%) and G7 (71%) are also in the top 
three of Ukrainian sympathies.
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1. WHY WAS UKRAINE GRANTED EU CANDIDATE STATUS?

 

2. DO YOU THINK UKRAINE CAN START EU ACCESSION NEGOTIATIONS BEFORE 
THE WAR ENDS?

EUROPEAN INTEGRATION

Because of Russia's war against Ukraine and due to the 
implemented reforms

Because of Russia's war against Ukraine

Because the EU needs Ukraine

Due to the implemented reforms

It is hard to say

Other: Because of Ukraine's (and the population's) 
aspirations to join the EU

Other: Because of all three reasons

Other: Ukraine has proved that it is ready and deserves it

Other: Due to the activities of President Zelensky

Other: As a gesture of solidarity, support

62,5%

1,4%
16%

20,1%

9,3%

9,3%

5,5%

2,9%

28,9%

26,3%

23,5%

10,5%

4,1%

1,9%

1,5%

1,3%

0,8%

0,2%

28,5%

25,9%

18,6%

62,5%

1,4%
16%

20,1%

9,3%

9,3%

5,5%

2,9%

28,9%

26,3%

23,5%

10,5%

4,1%

1,9%

1,5%

1,3%

0,8%

0,2%

28,5%

25,9%

18,6%

Yes

No

I don’t know

It is hard to say
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3. DO YOU THINK IT IS RIGHT THAT THE EU HAS SET REQUIREMENTS FOR 
UKRAINE TO IMPLEMENT REFORMS NEEDED FOR OPENING EU ACCESSION 
NEGOTIATIONS?

4. WHEN WILL UKRAINE BECOME A MEMBER OF THE EU?

Yes, because reforms are in the interests of 
Ukraine

Yes, but the EU should be more lenient towards 
Ukraine because of the war

Yes, because the EU should demand from Ukraine 
to implement reforms as soon as possible

No, because the EU cannot demand reforms 
from Ukraine during the war

No, because the EU should immediately grant 
Ukraine membership without any conditions

It is hard to say 

No, because Ukraine does not need to join the EU

62,5%

1,4%
16%

20,1%

9,3%

9,3%

5,5%

2,9%

28,9%

26,3%

23,5%

10,5%

4,1%

1,9%

1,5%

1,3%

0,8%

0,2%

28,5%

25,9%

18,6%

60,1%

8,7%

7,6%

2,1%

1,5%

1%

19,5%

59%
36,4%
4,6%

3%
1,2%

0,7%

24,4% 6,9%26,9%30,8%

6,1%

Over the next 1-2 years As soon as the war 
is over

Over the next  
4-5 years

It is hard 
to say

Over the 
next  

10 years 

Never

Over the next  
20 years 

More than  
in 20 years 

73%
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5. WHAT DO YOU FEEL WHEN EU REPRESENTATIVES POINT OUT CORRUPTION IN 
UKRAINE?

6. TO JOIN THE EU, UKRAINE HAS TO APPROXIMATE ITS LAW TO THE EU ACQUIS 
COMMUNAUTAIRE. HOW IS IT BETTER TO DO IT?

60,1%

8,7%

7,6%

2,1%

1,5%

1%

19,5%

59%
36,4%
4,6%

3%
1,2%

0,7%

24,4% 6,9%26,9%30,8%

6,1%

60,1%

8,7%

7,6%

2,1%

1,5%

1%

19,5%

59%
36,4%
4,6%

3%
1,2%

0,7%

24,4% 6,9%26,9%30,8%

6,1%

They are right, we need EU’s pressure to tackle 
corruption

This is not the main problem now, it would be 
better to provide more weapons

The EU has no right to teach us, we will sort out 
our own affairs

The EU does not want to accept Ukraine and therefore 
is looking for excuses to slow down its accession

It is hard to say

Other 

We need EU’s pressure to overcome corruption, 
but now the main problem is the provision of 

weapons (options 1 and 2)

We need to prepare all the necessary laws 
as best as possible, to hold all the necessary 
discussions, even if it takes a long time

We need to adopt all the necessary laws as 
soon as possible, we should not waste time, 
even if they will have to be revised later

It is hard to say
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7. DO YOU THINK IT IS POSSIBLE TO START PEACE NEGOTIATIONS WITH RUSSIA 
BY OFFERING UKRAINE’S REFUSAL TO JOIN NATO IN EXCHANGE FOR THE 
WITHDRAWAL OF RUSSIAN TROOPS FROM THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES OF 
UKRAINE?

RUSSIAN AGGRESSION

69%
18,9%

11%
1,1%

83,8%

76%

71%

65,5%

56,7%

42,8%
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8 WHO OF FOREIGN LEADERS INSPIRES THE GREATEST TRUST?

Rather trust / strongly trust3

3 The surveys are not entirely comparable, firstly, because they were conducted using different methods, and secondly, because 
the 2022 survey does not sufficiently take into account the opinion of Ukrainians who have moved abroad and the opinion of 
residents of the territories occupied in 2022, to which Ukrainian mobile providers have no access. At the same time, we believe 
that it is possible to compare these data at the level of trends.  

TRUST TO POLITICIANS  
AND ORGANIZATIONS
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9. WHO DO UKRAINIANS DISTRUST?

Rather trust / strongly trust
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9. PLEASE ASSESS THE LEVEL OF TRUST TO EACH OF THESE INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS/ASSOCIATIONS 

Rather trust / completely trust
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ABOUT NEW EUROPE CENTER

The New Europe Center was founded in 2017 as an independent think-tank. Despite its new 
brand, it is based on a research team that has been working together since 2009, at the Institute 
for World Policy. The New Europe Center became recognized by offering high-quality analysis on 

foreign policy issues in Ukraine and regional security by combining active, effective work with 
advocacy.

The New Europe Center’s vision is very much in line with the views of the majority of Ukrainians 
about the future of their country: Ukraine should be integrated into the European Union and 
NATO. By integration, we understand not so much formal membership as the adoption of the 
best standards and practices for Ukraine to properly belong to the Euroatlantic value system.

More about New Europe Center: neweurope.org.ua 




