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NATO member states have 
maintained the position since 

the 2008 Bucharest Summit that 
Ukraine will one day become a 

member of the Alliance. However, 
in practice, NATO continues to 

implement a policy of «strategic 
ambiguity.» Would Putin have 

dared to attack Ukraine if it had 
been a NATO member? This is 

extremely unlikely. NATO should 
correct the tragic mistake made 

in Bucharest and invite Ukraine to 
join the Alliance.
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INVITING UKRAINE TO JOIN NATO WOULD 
ACCELERATE THE END OF THE WAR. 

Ukrainian NATO membership would be a decisive 
geopolitical step indicating that Ukraine will never again 
be part of the «Russian Empire» in any of its possible 
incarnations. The current policy of «strategic ambiguity» 
regarding Ukraine’s future NATO membership motivates 
Russia to attack Ukraine in order to keep it within its 
sphere of influence.

THERE IS NO NEED TO FEAR ESCALATION 
BECAUSE PUTIN HIMSELF HAS NO STOMACH FOR A 
CONFRONTATION WITH NATO. 

Nobody is more reluctant to escalate Russia’s war 
against Ukraine into World War III than Vladimir 
Putin. The Russian army has no chance in a military 
confrontation with NATO and is barely coping with the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine. Putin knows this and will do 
everything to avoid a direct conflict with NATO.
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THERE ARE NO RESTRICTIONS ON INVITING NEW 
MEMBERS DURING WARTIME. 

The only thing needed in order to offer Ukraine 
NATO membership is the political will of NATO mem-
ber states. There is no strict list of criteria for invit-
ing new countries, nor are there any formal restric-
tions on inviting countries to join during wartime. 
According to the 1995 Study on NATO Enlargement, 
the decision to invite a particular country to join the 
Alliance is made on a case-by-case basis.

AN INVITATION TO JOIN NATO DOES NOT MEAN 
IMMEDIATE ACCESSION. 

Even in the case of Finland’s record-breaking NATO 
accession, the process still took nearly a year. Inviting 
Ukraine to join NATO does not imply instant accession 
and would not immediately oblige existing members to 
defend Ukraine by invoking Article 5 of the Washington 
Treaty.
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UKRAINE HAS ALREADY ACHIEVED A COMPLETELY 
NEW LEVEL OF INTEROPERABILITY WITH NATO. 

The level of interoperability between Ukrainian and 
NATO forces today cannot be compared the situation 
before the start of the full-scale war in February 2022 
(not to mention the level of interoperability at the time 
of the NATO Bucharest summit). Ukraine’s transition to 
NATO principles and standards, as well as to the arma-
ments of the Alliance, is taking place at an accelerated 
pace.

UKRAINE HAS PROVEN THAT IT CAN BECOME A 
PILLAR OF NATO’S EASTERN FLANK. 

With its professionalism and proven readiness to de-
fend not only Ukraine but also Europe as a whole, 
Ukraine has demonstrated that it can become a pillar of 
NATO’s eastern flank. Moreover, it can critically weaken 
NATO’s main adversary (Russia is defined as ‘the most 
significant threat’ in the NATO Strategic Concept). The 
role of the Ukrainian army in the defense of the Euro-
pean continent will only increase, especially with the 
United States reorienting its focus from Europe to Asia.

PUBLIC OPINION IN NATO MEMBER STATES BACKS 
UKRAINIAN MEMBERSHIP. 

A poll conducted by Kantar on behalf of the New Eu-
rope Center reveals that 70% of Americans, 55% of 
Dutch, 53% of Italians, 56% of French, and 50% of Ger-
mans who expressed an opinion support the idea of 
a NATO invitation for Ukraine already at Vilnius NATO 
summit.1 Meanwhile, the number of respondents who 
opposed an invitation was striking low. As a union of 
democracies, the Alliance must heed the voice of its 
citizens.

1 The opinion poll was commissioned by New Europe Center and conducted in France, Germany, Italy, 
the Netherlands, and the US by Kantar company on April 27-May 2, 2023 with the support of the 
International Renaissance Foundation.
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NATO MEMBERSHIP UNITES UKRAINIANS. 
The idea of future NATO membership enjoys over-
whelming support in every region of Ukraine and unites 
the entire country. A record 82% of Ukrainians support 
Ukraine’s membership in NATO, including 80% in the 
south and 72% in the east.2 

JOINING NATO WILL BOOST UKRAINIAN MORALE 
AND DEMORALIZE THE RUSSIAN ARMY. 

Inviting Ukraine to join NATO during the coming critical 
counteroffensive will significantly strengthen the mo-
rale of Ukrainians while reducing the motivation of Rus-
sian military personnel. This could lead to an increase in 
surrenders or desertions.

2 https://www.iri.org/resources/iri-ukraine-poll-shows-strong-confidence-in-president-zelensky-a-surge-in-
support-for-nato-membership-russia-should-pay-for-reconstruction/

08

09

https://www.iri.org/resources/iri-ukraine-poll-shows-strong-confidence-in-president-zelensky-a-surge-in-support-for-nato-membership-russia-should-pay-for-reconstruction/
https://www.iri.org/resources/iri-ukraine-poll-shows-strong-confidence-in-president-zelensky-a-surge-in-support-for-nato-membership-russia-should-pay-for-reconstruction/


8 WHY SHOULD UKRAINE BE INVITED TO JOIN NATO?

10

11

INVITING UKRAINE TO JOIN NATO SENDS A SIGNAL 
TO INVESTORS. 

Ukraine’s future membership in the Alliance will serve 
as an important signal to investors who are considering 
participating in Ukraine’s post-war reconstruction but 
remain concerned about security risks.

JOINING NATO IS A POWERFUL SIGNAL TO MILLIONS 
OF UKRAINIAN REFUGEES. 

It shows that they can return safely to Ukraine and it 
provides a powerful impetus to plan their future lives in 
their homeland.
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EU MEMBERSHIP HELPS DRIVE REFORMS 
BUT CANNOT PROVIDE SECURITY. 

Article 42.7 of the EU Treaty cannot replace Article 5 of 
the NATO Washington Treaty. Not only does the pro-
cess of Ukraine’s accession to the EU require signifi-
cantly more time than accession to NATO, but there is 
also a big question about what Article 42.7 fundamen-
tally provides in terms of security guarantees. Sweden 
and Finland’s recent decision to pursue NATO member-
ship is the most eloquent confirmation of this. 
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