
FOREIGN POLICY 
AND SECURITY 
OPINIONS OF UKRAINIAN SOCIETY–2025

Results of the nationwide opinion poll
commissioned by the

New Europe Center

 https://www.facebook.com/NECUkraine/
 https://twitter.com/NEC_Ukraine
 https://neweurope.org.ua/





December 2025
New Europe Center

Kyiv

Results of the nationwide opinion poll 
commissioned by the  

New Europe Center

FOREIGN POLICY  
AND SECURITY 
OPINIONS OF UKRAINIAN SOCIETY–2025



The opinion poll was conducted by Info Sapiens on 
behalf of the New Europe Center during the period from 
November 5 to November 26, 2025. The sample consists 
of 1,000 respondents. The opinion poll was carried out 
using the CATI method (computer-assisted telephone 
interviews) based on a random sample of mobile 
phone numbers. The sample is representative of the 
Ukrainian population aged 16 and above, considering 
gender, age, region, and size of settlement prior to the 
full-scale invasion according to the latest available 
data of the State Statistics Service of Ukraine as of 
01.01.2022. The theoretical margin of error does not 
exceed 3.1% with a probability of 0.95%. The opinion 
poll was not conducted in the temporarily occupied 
territories of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, the 
city of Sevastopol, Donetsk and Luhansk regions, and 
other territories that are under occupation, as well as 
territories where Ukrainian mobile communication is 
unavailable.
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SUMMARY 

Europe is the favorite in terms of Ukrainian sympathies and trust. The strategic 
orientation of Ukrainian society is clear: the absolute majority of citizens support 
Ukraine’s membership in the EU and NATO. Ukrainians want to join the European 
Union so strongly that most are ready to withstand the possible negative 
consequences of preparing for EU membership — rising prices, additional 
regulations. Respondents demonstrate a rather targeted and nuanced view 
of international support. Among the leaders of public trust are the heads of 
Western European, Scandinavian, and Baltic states. Notably, this includes 
not only the leaders of EU member states but also those of other European 
countries that play an important role in the continent’s security initiatives. 
Respondents expressed particular respect for the leaders of the Coalition of 
the Willing — the United Kingdom, Germany, and France. For Ukrainians, it is 
extremely important to see Ukraine reformed, regardless of obstacles. In their 
view, Hungary’s blocking cannot be an excuse for slowing down European 
integration reforms. Successful European integration is associated above all 
with an effective fight against corruption and the rule of law. At the same time, 
Ukrainians do not perceive the EU as a reliable security guarantor. Society 
continues to prefer sovereign, autonomous approaches to guaranteeing its 
own security. Accordingly, among the proposed guarantees, respondents 
prioritized the development of nuclear weapons. At the same time, Ukrainians 
remain steadfast in the conviction that negotiations with the Russians without 
security guarantees are not a reliable path to peace. Every second Ukrainian is 
ready to join protests if Ukraine agrees to unacceptable compromises. Among 
the most unacceptable concessions are: reducing Ukraine’s army, legally 
recognizing the occupied territories as Russian, and granting the Russian 
language official status.
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KEY FINDINGS

1	 It is important to mention that respondents could only select one answer to this question.

1	 EUROPE IS AHEAD
The results of the opinion poll show a rather 
critical attitude of Ukrainians toward the sup-
port of the United States: 65.3% of Ukrainians 
believe that the U.S. is not doing enough for 
Ukraine’s victory. In contrast, the contribution 
of European countries (EU member states, the 
United Kingdom, Norway) is assessed positive-
ly: 57.3% of respondents consider European 
efforts sufficient. These indicators reflect the 
main trends in the perception of internation-
al support from key partners. With Donald 
Trump’s arrival to power, disappointment in 
the dynamics of U.S. assistance has deepened, 
especially against the backdrop of delays in 
military aid packages, the shift to commercial 
terms for the supply of critically needed weap-
onry, as well as contradictory political state-
ments from Washington. Europe stands out no-
ticeably against the background of the United 
States, but there is an important nuance here: 
almost 40% of Ukrainians consider the efforts 
of European partners insufficient.

2	 “NUCLEAR” GUARANTEE
Ukrainians continue to consider Ukraine’s 
development of its own nuclear weapons 
the best security guarantee — 31.1%,1 which 
practically coincides with last year’s indica-
tor (31.3%). This indicates, on the one hand, 
Ukrainians’ disappointment in international 
support, in external security guarantees, and 
on the other hand reflects the understanding 
that it was precisely nuclear weapons that al-
lowed Russia to play on the fears of the West, 
and this, in turn, affected the slow, hesitant 
military assistance to Ukraine.

This same trend of disappointment in external 
guarantees is reflected in the decline in sup-
port for Ukraine’s accession to NATO as one 
of the security guarantees — by 10% (from 
29.3% to 19.4%). Despite this, the support for 
NATO is still high (more on this below). Other 
possible options for guaranteeing security 
have moderate or low support. 10.2% of re-
spondents believe in the effectiveness of a 
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defence alliance with the United States, 6.4% 
rely on a UN peacekeeping mission.

A notable trend is the increase in support for 
the option of deploying European countries’ 
troops on the territory of Ukraine — the in-
dicator has almost doubled: from 6.4% to 
11.7%. A new option — the provision of nuclear 
protection guarantees by another country — 
is supported by only 7.8% of respondents.

A noticeable general trend remains the desire 
for self-sufficient and maximally reliable secu-
rity mechanisms: in the Ukrainian hierarchy of 
guarantees, the priority remains Ukraine’s own 
Armed Forces, and only then — the capabili-
ties of partners.

3	 NEGOTIATIONS WITHOUT 
GUARANTEES — A BAD IDEA

Ukrainian society remains unwavering in its 
conviction that negotiations without security 
guarantees are not a reliable path to peace, 
and that without external safeguards, any 
compromise will only postpone a new aggres-
sion by Russia.

The position of Ukrainians regarding negotia-
tions with Russia remains stable: almost two-
thirds of respondents (64.9%) believe that 

Ukraine should not enter negotiations if it 
does not receive security guarantees from 
the West. This indicator has practically not 
changed compared to 2024 (64.1%). Almost a 
third of respondents (30.7%) view negotiations 
positively even without security guarantees. 
Overall, as we can see, sceptical attitudes 
toward “negotiations for the sake of negoti-
ations” continue to prevail among Ukrainians.

4	 FREEZING THE FRONTLINE WILL 
NOT STOP RUSSIA FROM 

	 ATTACKING

Ukrainian society expresses a unanimous fore-
cast regarding Russia’s behavior in the event 
of a possible freezing of the frontline: 86.7% of 
respondents believe that after a short pause, 
Russia will attack Ukraine again. Only 9.5% of 
respondents assume that freezing could se-
cure a longer peace. The “freeze” scenario is 
not perceived by society as a realistic path to 
lasting peace.

5	 UNACCEPTABLE CONCESSIONS

Most Ukrainians reject key political and se-
curity compromises that Russia traditionally 
tries to impose as conditions for negotiations. 
Although Ukrainians’ positions regarding cer-
tain issues have somewhat softened in recent 
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years, the overall logic of public sentiment 
remains unchanged. Record indicators re-
garding the inadmissibility of compromises 
concern the following issues: reduction of 
Ukraine’s army (83.3%), legal recognition of 
the occupied territories as Russian (84.5%), 
granting the Russian language official status 
(78.4%).2

6	 THE EU MEANS FIGHTING 
CORRUPTION AND A HIGH  

	 STANDARD OF LIVING

Domestic transformations are more import-
ant for Ukrainians than security issues in the 
context of European integration. Ukrainian 
society continues to perceive the EU through 
the lens of peacetime. The main indicators of 
successful European integration for respon-
dents are predominantly non-military in na-
ture. The top three indicators are: the fight 
against corruption as the key criterion of 
successful progress toward the EU (for 19.2% 
of respondents), followed by improvements 
in the standard of living (12%), and the rule 
of law (8.4%). In contrast, indicators related 
to the security and defence sphere amount 
to only 14.7% in total: 6.8% consider the end 

2	  Added indicators 1 and 2, which, according to the proposed scale, reflect the unacceptability of compromises.

of the war a sign of successful integration, 6% 
see military or financial assistance in the fight 
against the enemy as an indicator of success, 
1% consider NATO membership as an indica-
tor of successful integration, and only 0.9% of 
Ukrainians identify security guarantees as an 
element of successful integration. Thus, we 
can speak of an absolute majority of citizens 
who associate successful movement toward 
the EU with internal, non-military moderni-
sation. At the same time, Ukrainians them-
selves often complain that the EU is too slow 
and indecisive in its approaches to supporting 
Ukraine in its fight against Russia. Against the 
backdrop of the declining role of the United 
States in assisting Ukraine, there has been no 
radical shift in perceptions of the EU: Europe’s 
normative power, rooted in peacetime values, 
continues to shape a positive image of the EU 
among Ukrainians. Meanwhile, the EU itself is 
actively searching for approaches that would 
strengthen its defence capabilities. Ukraine’s 
experience is seen as a key driver for Europe’s 
new transformational efforts in the field of se-
curity and defence. For now, Ukrainians still 
seem to have a limited perception of the EU as 
a security guarantor.
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7	 THE EU AND NATO AS THE 
UNWAVERING CHOICE OF THE  

	 MAJORITY OF UKRAINIANS

Support for Ukraine’s membership in the EU 
and NATO has remained record-high for the 
fourth year in a row. 85.5% of Ukrainians fa-
vour EU accession, and 71.3% support joining 
NATO. These figures demonstrate stable pub-
lic backing for Ukraine’s European and Euro-
Atlantic course.

8	 UKRAINIANS ARE READY FOR THE 
CHALLENGES OF EU INTEGRATION

67.5% of Ukrainians believe that the possible 
negative consequences of preparing for EU 
membership — rising prices, additional regula-
tions — will not affect their support for joining 
the European Union. Only 20.3% expect that 
their attitude may change. These data indicate 
that the overwhelming majority of Ukrainians are 
prepared to accept potential difficulties as a nat-
ural part of the integration path. EU diplomats 
sometimes caution that the record-high support 
for European integration in Ukraine may be tem-
porary: the experience of previous enlargements 
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shows that in many candidate countries, the lev-
el of public support for integration temporarily 
declined at the stage of implementing reforms. 
It cannot be ruled out that similar dynamics may 
occur in Ukraine. However, it is worth remem-
bering that Ukrainian society has repeatedly 
demonstrated its ability to withstand far more 
difficult challenges.

9	 EVERY SECOND UKRAINIAN WILL 
PROTEST

51.4% of respondents answered that they 
would participate in protest actions if Ukraine, 
during negotiations, makes compromises that 
respondents consider unacceptable. 

10	REFORMS SEPARATELY,  
	ORBAN SEPARATELY

The majority of respondents (54.7%) believe 
that Ukraine should continue its reforms 
and progress toward the EU, regardless of 
Hungary’s actions. This indicates a stable so-
cietal commitment to fulfilling Ukraine’s own 
obligations and a reluctance to allow individu-
al EU members to influence the pace of internal 
transformations. At the same time, Ukrainians 
show almost equal support for seeking com-
promises with Hungary (31%) and for main-
taining pressure on Budapest through the EU 
and other partners (35%). The relatively low 
level of support for a policy of pressure toward 
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Hungary does not mean that Ukrainians fail to 
recognise the hostile nature of the current 
policy of the Hungarian leadership. The lev-
el of public distrust toward Viktor Orban is 
approximately the same as towards Vladimir 
Putin and Alexander Lukashenko.

11	 QUALITY VERSUS SPEED:  
	 THE SEARCH FOR BALANCE

When it comes to Ukraine’s European inte-
gration, the “turbo-mode” is not an unequiv-
ocal priority for Ukrainians. The results of 
the opinion poll show that Ukrainians value 
high-quality legislative preparation (46.9%) 
just as much as the speed of reforms (46.8%). 
For Ukrainian officials, this means the need to 
maintain a strategic balance: on the one hand, 
doing everything possible to meet the pub-
lic demand for high-quality and well-ground-
ed reforms, and on the other hand, sustaining 
a high pace of these changes, particularly in 
the adoption and implementation of updated 
legislation.

12	BETWEEN FIGHTING CORRUPTION  
	AND PROVIDING WEAPONS

Most Ukrainians view pressure from the EU 
and the United States aimed at combat-
ing corruption in Ukraine positively. This 

indicator began to decline last year — and 
the trend has continued in 2025. In 2023, the 
share of supporters of a strict approach from 
partners stood at 70.4%; it now amounts to 
62.8%. At the same time, the proportion of 
those who expect military assistance from 
partners above all else is increasing. The 
number of respondents who react with ir-
ritation to anti-corruption statements from 
the EU and the U.S. is also growing each 
year: the option “They have no right to teach 
us; we will handle our own affairs” has risen 
from 6.5% to 9.5%. 

13	THE COALITION OF THE WILLING 
	CONTINGENT: SUPPORTED BY  

	 THE MAJORITY

The results of the opinion poll show a high 
level of support for the idea of deploying 
in Ukraine a military contingent of partner 
states within the framework of the Coalition 
of the Willing. In total, 72.7% of respondents 
expressed support for such a decision, while 
only 23.9% were opposed. This may serve 
as an additional argument in favour of ad-
vancing the idea of sending multinational 
deterrence forces, primarily from the most 
reliable partners — France and the United 
Kingdom. Public legitimacy is important to 
prevent potential manipulation on this issue. 
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For citizens, both the security component 
and the political symbolism are clearly sig-
nificant. The presence of a foreign European 
contingent may be perceived as a signal of 
the seriousness of partners’ intentions to 
support Ukraine. In this context, it is telling 
that 50.7% of Ukrainians believe that even 
the deployment of a contingent without 
a mandate to participate in combat oper-
ations CARRIES political significance and 
can be seen as part of security guarantees. 
The main argument of critics of deploying 
such a contingent was that troops without 
authorization to take part in combat would 
be unable to influence Russia’s aggressive 
actions.

14	THE EU AS THE TRUST LEADER  
	AMONG INTERNATIONAL  

	 INSTITUTIONS

Among international organisations, Ukrainians 
trust the EU the most (72.1%), followed by the 
G7 (67.5%) and NATO (53.7%). At the same 
time, we observe a decline in trust toward 
NATO (last year it was 64.4%). Such a decline 
does not, of course, mean that Ukrainians 
have changed their view of the importance of 
NATO membership  — more than 70% of re-
spondents support the country’s accession 
to the Alliance. Ukrainians would like to see 

NATO act more decisively, yet they do not 
doubt that the Alliance remains the most ef-
fective organisation providing collective se-
curity. Other important trends: more than half 
of Ukrainians (53.7%) trust the Coalition of the 
Willing (34.7% do not trust). Meanwhile, in-
ternational organisations responsible for sup-
porting global security and maintaining peace 
are seen as completely discredited in the eyes 
of Ukrainians: the UN enjoys 35.6% trust, and 
the OSCE — 41.1%. In both cases, distrust ex-
ceeds 50%, demonstrating deep disappoint-
ment in their effectiveness against the back-
drop of Russian aggression.

15	TRUST RATING OF WORLD  
	LEADERS: THE UK PRIME MINISTER  

	 RANKS FIRST, WHILE THE 
	 PRESIDENTS OF THE UNITED  
	 STATES AND POLAND HIT  
	 A RECORD LOW

Leader of trust among Ukrainians in 2025 — 
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom Keir 
Starmer (76.1%). The level of public trust is 
also above seventy percent for the following 
heads of state and government: President of 
Latvia Edgars Rinkēvičs (73.5%), President 
of France Emmanuel Macron (73.4%), Prime 
Minister of Sweden Ulf Kristersson (73%), 
President of Lithuania Gitanas Nausėda 



13

Foreign policy and security. Opinions of Ukrainian Society–2025 
Results of the nationwide opinion poll commissioned by the New Europe Center

(72.8%), Federal Chancellor of Germany 
Friedrich Merz (72.7%), President of Finland 
Alexander Stubb (72.7%), President of the 
European Commission Ursula von der Leyen 
(72.4%), and Prime Minister of Canada Mark 
Carney (71.8%). However, taking the margin 
of error into account, the circle of public-trust 
champions also includes Prime Minister of 
Norway Jonas Gahr Store (69.9%), President 
of Estonia Alar Karis (69%), Prime Minister of 
the Netherlands Dick Schoof (68,2%), and 
Prime Minister of Italy Giorgia Meloni (67.9%). 
It is worth noting that the head of the German 
government demonstrated the greatest in-
crease compared with last year — trust grew 

by 35.8 percentage points. A high rate of 
growth in trust is also visible for the head of 
the British government (up by 24.1%) and the 
President of France (up by 15%).

In contrast, the greatest decline in trust 
occurred among the leaders of the coun-
tries that topped our ranking in previous 
years. Trust in the President of Poland fell 
by 20.6% (stands at 44%), and trust in the 
President of the United States dropped by 
20.2% (stands at 24.4%). At the very bottom 
of the ranking are the leaders of Hungary, 
the People’s Republic of China, Belarus, and 
the Russian Federation.

Federal Chancellor 
of Germany Friedrich 
Merz, Prime Minister of 
the United Kingdom 
Keir Starmer, President 
of Ukraine Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy and President 
of France Emmanuel 
Macron at 10 Downing 
Street in London, 
8 December 2025. 

www.president.gov.ua
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1		 IN YOUR OPINION, IS THE UNITED STATES DOING EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO HELP 
UKRAINE WIN?

2	IN YOUR OPINION, ARE EUROPEAN COUNTRIES (THE EU MEMBER STATES, THE UNITED 
KINGDOM, NORWAY) DOING EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO HELP UKRAINE WIN?

 Yes

 Rather yes

 Rather no

 No

 Difficult to say

 Generally support

 Generally do not support

 Yes

 Rather yes

 Rather no

 No

 Difficult to say

 Generally support

 Generally do not support

1. In your opinion, is the United States doing everything possible to help Ukraine win?

2. In your opinion, are European countries (the EU member states, the United Kingdom, Norway) doing everything 
possible to help Ukraine win?

Так Скоріше так Скоріше ні Ні Важко сказати

10.6%

18.2%

29.1%

36.2%

6.0%

28.8%

65.3%

20.8%

36.5%
19.8%

18.9%

4.1%

57.3%
38.7%

1. In your opinion, is the United States doing everything possible to help Ukraine win?

2. In your opinion, are European countries (the EU member states, the United Kingdom, Norway) doing everything 
possible to help Ukraine win?

Так Скоріше так Скоріше ні Ні Важко сказати

10.6%

18.2%

29.1%

36.2%

6.0%

28.8%

65.3%

20.8%

36.5%
19.8%

18.9%

4.1%

57.3%
38.7%
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3	 WHAT DO YOU CONSIDER THE BEST “SECURITY GUARANTEE” FOR UKRAINE?

4	SHOULD UKRAINE ENTER NEGOTIATIONS WITH RUSSIA IF UKRAINE DOES NOT 
RECEIVE SECURITY GUARANTEES FROM THE WEST?

Development by Ukraine of nuclear weapons 

Accession to NATO (if at the moment of accession 
Ukraine does not control part of its territories — with 

the understanding that NATO’s protection applies only 
to controlled territory)

Deployment of European countries’ troops on the 
territory of Ukraine

Defense alliance with the USA, including the possibility 
of deploying US troops on the territory of Ukraine

Provision of nuclear protection guarantees by another 
country

UN peacekeepers (United Nations)

Difficult to say

 2025	  2024

No, it should not, because Russia will start the war 
again after a short pause

It should anyway, because Ukraine does not have 
the resources for a war of attrition

Difficult to say

 2025	  2024

3. What do you consider the best “security guarantee” for Ukraine?

4. Should Ukraine enter negotiations with Russia if Ukraine does not receive security guarantees from the West? 

31.1%

19.4%

11.7%

10.2%

7.8%

6.4%

13.4%

31.3%

29.3%

6.4%

11.2%

0

8.9%

12.9%

31.1%

19.4%

11.7%

10.2%

7.8%

6.4%

13.4%

31.3%

29.3%

6.4%

11.2%

0

8.9%

12.9%

64.9%

30.7%

4.4%

64.1%

29.5%

6.4%

64.9%

30.7%

4.4%

64.1%

29.5%

6.4%

3. What do you consider the best “security guarantee” for Ukraine?

4. Should Ukraine enter negotiations with Russia if Ukraine does not receive security guarantees from the West? 

31.1%

19.4%

11.7%

10.2%

7.8%

6.4%

13.4%

31.3%

29.3%

6.4%

11.2%

0

8.9%

12.9%

31.1%

19.4%

11.7%

10.2%

7.8%

6.4%

13.4%

31.3%

29.3%

6.4%

11.2%

0

8.9%

12.9%

64.9%

30.7%

4.4%

64.1%

29.5%

6.4%

64.9%

30.7%

4.4%

64.1%

29.5%

6.4%
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5	DO YOU BELIEVE THAT IN THE EVENT OF A FREEZING OF THE FRONTLINE, RUSSIA 
WILL ATTACK UKRAINE AGAIN AFTER A SHORT PAUSE?

 Yes

 No

 Difficult to say

5. Do you believe that in the event of a freezing of the frontline, Russia will attack Ukraine again after a short pause?

86.7%

9.5%

3.8%
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6	WHICH COMPROMISES IN PEACE NEGOTIATIONS WITH RUSSIA DO YOU CONSIDER 
ACCEPTABLE?  
(Assess each proposal on a 5-point scale, where 1 — completely unacceptable,  
and 5 — fully acceptable.)

6.1 	Temporarily giving up the liberation of occupied territories

6.2 	Agreeing to legal recognition of the occupied territories as Russian

6.3 	Refusal to join NATO, declaration of Ukraine’s neutrality

40.2%

53.2%

76,2%

10.3%

9.3%

8.1%

19.1%

14.5%

5.5%

9.5%

6.7%

2.4%

15.9%

11.6%

4.0%

2025

2024

2023

1 - Not acceptable at all 2 3 4 5 - Completely acceptable Undecided / Difficult to say

76.6% 7.9% 6.5%

1.5%

5.6% 2.0%2025

2024

2023

1 - Not acceptable at all 2 3 4 5 - Completely acceptable Undecided / Difficult to say

5.1%

4.7%

3.5%

40.2%

53.2%

76,2%

10.3%

9.3%

8.1%

19.1%

14.5%

5.5%

9.5%

6.7%

2.4%

15.9%

11.6%

4.0%

2025

2024

2023

1 - Not acceptable at all 2 3 4 5 - Completely acceptable Undecided / Difficult to say

76.6% 7.9% 6.5%

1.5%

5.6% 2.0%2025

2024

2023

1 - Not acceptable at all 2 3 4 5 - Completely acceptable Undecided / Difficult to say

5.1%

4.7%

3.5%

41.1%

48.7%

56.9%

10.6%

8.7%

9.9%

19.6%

15.7%

12.0%

5.0%

5.3%

4.7%

20.1%

16.5%

11.6%

3.7%

5.2%

5.0%

2025

2024

2023

1 - Not acceptable at all 2 3 4 5 - Completely acceptable Undecided / Difficult to say

77.9%

74.5%

83.2%

5.4%

6.6%

4.6%

7.2%

8.7%

3.9%

2.4%

2.9%

1.4%

5.2%

4.4%

3.9%

2.0%

3.0%

3.0%

2025

2024

2023

1 - Not acceptable at all 2 3 4 5 - Completely acceptable Undecided / Difficult to say

73.0%

70.9%

73.0%

5.4%

6.7%

6.9%

10.0%

8.6%

8.1%

2.1%

3.3%

2.4%

8.2%

8.3%

7.5%

1.2%

2.2%

2.2%

2025

2024

2023

1 - Not acceptable at all 2 3 4 5 - Completely acceptable Undecided / Difficult to say
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6.5 	Granting the Russian language official status

6.6 	Refusal to join the EU

51.0%

50.7%

61.0%

10.3%

8.3%

9.6%

14.0%

15.4%

9.3%

5.7%

6.0%

4.2%

16.0%

15.2%

11.1%

3.0%

4.5%

4.8%

2025

2024

2023

1 - Not acceptable at all 2 3 4 5 - Completely acceptable Undecided / Difficult to say

58.7%

62.2%

66.8%

9.4%

8.4%

9.0%

10.8%

7.3%

6.0%

2.7%

5.4%

4.7%

15.6%

12.5%

10.2%

2.9%

4.2%

3.3%

2025

2024

2023

1 - Not acceptable at all 2 3 4 5 - Completely acceptable Undecided / Difficult to say

65.0%

68.4%

77.0%

7.8%

7.4%

6.1%

8.8%

8.2%

5.2%

2.9%

3.1%

1.4%

12.2%

7.9%

6.9%

3.4%

5.0%

3.5%

2025

2024

2023

1 - Not acceptable at all 2 3 4 5 - Completely acceptable Undecided / Difficult to say

41.1%

48.7%

56.9%

10.6%

8.7%

9.9%

19.6%

15.7%

12.0%

5.0%

5.3%

4.7%

20.1%

16.5%

11.6%

3.7%

5.2%

5.0%

2025

2024

2023

1 - Not acceptable at all 2 3 4 5 - Completely acceptable Undecided / Difficult to say

77.9%

74.5%

83.2%

5.4%

6.6%

4.6%

7.2%

8.7%

3.9%

2.4%

2.9%

1.4%

5.2%

4.4%

3.9%

2.0%

3.0%

3.0%

2025

2024

2023

1 - Not acceptable at all 2 3 4 5 - Completely acceptable Undecided / Difficult to say

73.0%

70.9%

73.0%

5.4%

6.7%

6.9%

10.0%

8.6%

8.1%

2.1%

3.3%

2.4%

8.2%

8.3%

7.5%

1.2%

2.2%

2.2%

2025

2024

2023

1 - Not acceptable at all 2 3 4 5 - Completely acceptable Undecided / Difficult to say

41.1%

48.7%

56.9%

10.6%

8.7%

9.9%

19.6%

15.7%

12.0%

5.0%

5.3%

4.7%

20.1%

16.5%

11.6%

3.7%

5.2%

5.0%

2025

2024

2023

1 - Not acceptable at all 2 3 4 5 - Completely acceptable Undecided / Difficult to say

77.9%

74.5%

83.2%

5.4%

6.6%

4.6%

7.2%

8.7%

3.9%

2.4%

2.9%

1.4%

5.2%

4.4%

3.9%

2.0%

3.0%

3.0%

2025

2024

2023

1 - Not acceptable at all 2 3 4 5 - Completely acceptable Undecided / Difficult to say

73.0%

70.9%

73.0%

5.4%

6.7%

6.9%

10.0%

8.6%

8.1%

2.1%

3.3%

2.4%

8.2%

8.3%

7.5%

1.2%

2.2%

2.2%

2025

2024

2023

1 - Not acceptable at all 2 3 4 5 - Completely acceptable Undecided / Difficult to say

6.4 	Reduction of Ukraine’s army (so-called demilitarization)
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6.8 	Refusal to criminally prosecute Russian leaders and war criminals

6.9 	Lifting sanctions

6.7 	Reduction of the amount of reparations from Russia for compensation of the 
damage caused

51.0%

50.7%

61.0%

10.3%

8.3%

9.6%

14.0%

15.4%

9.3%

5.7%

6.0%

4.2%

16.0%

15.2%

11.1%

3.0%

4.5%

4.8%

2025

2024

2023

1 - Not acceptable at all 2 3 4 5 - Completely acceptable Undecided / Difficult to say

58.7%

62.2%

66.8%

9.4%

8.4%

9.0%

10.8%

7.3%

6.0%

2.7%

5.4%

4.7%

15.6%

12.5%

10.2%

2.9%

4.2%

3.3%

2025

2024

2023

1 - Not acceptable at all 2 3 4 5 - Completely acceptable Undecided / Difficult to say

65.0%

68.4%

77.0%

7.8%

7.4%

6.1%

8.8%

8.2%

5.2%

2.9%

3.1%

1.4%

12.2%

7.9%

6.9%

3.4%

5.0%

3.5%

2025

2024

2023

1 - Not acceptable at all 2 3 4 5 - Completely acceptable Undecided / Difficult to say

51.0%

50.7%

61.0%

10.3%

8.3%

9.6%

14.0%

15.4%

9.3%

5.7%

6.0%

4.2%

16.0%

15.2%

11.1%

3.0%

4.5%

4.8%

2025

2024

2023

1 - Not acceptable at all 2 3 4 5 - Completely acceptable Undecided / Difficult to say

58.7%

62.2%

66.8%

9.4%

8.4%

9.0%

10.8%

7.3%

6.0%

2.7%

5.4%

4.7%

15.6%

12.5%

10.2%

2.9%

4.2%

3.3%

2025

2024

2023

1 - Not acceptable at all 2 3 4 5 - Completely acceptable Undecided / Difficult to say

65.0%

68.4%

77.0%

7.8%

7.4%

6.1%

8.8%

8.2%

5.2%

2.9%

3.1%

1.4%

12.2%

7.9%

6.9%

3.4%

5.0%

3.5%

2025

2024

2023

1 - Not acceptable at all 2 3 4 5 - Completely acceptable Undecided / Difficult to say

51.0%

50.7%

61.0%

10.3%

8.3%

9.6%

14.0%

15.4%

9.3%

5.7%

6.0%

4.2%

16.0%

15.2%

11.1%

3.0%

4.5%

4.8%

2025

2024

2023

1 - Not acceptable at all 2 3 4 5 - Completely acceptable Undecided / Difficult to say

58.7%

62.2%

66.8%

9.4%

8.4%

9.0%

10.8%

7.3%

6.0%

2.7%

5.4%

4.7%

15.6%

12.5%

10.2%

2.9%

4.2%

3.3%

2025

2024

2023

1 - Not acceptable at all 2 3 4 5 - Completely acceptable Undecided / Difficult to say

65.0%

68.4%

77.0%

7.8%

7.4%

6.1%

8.8%

8.2%

5.2%

2.9%

3.1%

1.4%

12.2%

7.9%

6.9%

3.4%

5.0%

3.5%

2025

2024

2023

1 - Not acceptable at all 2 3 4 5 - Completely acceptable Undecided / Difficult to say
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7. Will you participate in protest actions if Ukraine, during negotiations with Russia, makes compromises that, in 
your opinion, are unacceptable?

51.4%

44.3%

4.4%

51.4%

44.3%

4.4%

7	 WILL YOU PARTICIPATE IN PROTEST ACTIONS IF UKRAINE, DURING NEGOTIATIONS 
WITH RUSSIA, MAKES COMPROMISES THAT, IN YOUR OPINION, ARE UNACCEPTABLE?

 Yes

 No

 Difficult to say
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8. What, for you personally, indicates or would indicate that European integration is being successfully 
implemented in Ukraine? (Open-ended question)

19.2%

12.0%

8.4%

6.8%

6.0%

5.2%

4.3%

3.7%

3.6%

2.7%

2.6%

2.6%

2.2%

1.8%

1.0%

0.9%

0.7%

0.7%

8.6%

5.5%

2.5%

28.4%

8	WHAT, FOR YOU PERSONALLY, INDICATES OR WOULD INDICATE THAT EUROPEAN 
INTEGRATION IS BEING SUCCESSFULLY IMPLEMENTED IN UKRAINE? (OPEN-ENDED 
QUESTION)

Fight against corruption

Improving the standard of living for Ukrainians / Increased salaries and 
pensions (to a European level)

Rule of law / fair courts / justice reform

Ending of war / Winning of war

Military and financial support in fighting against the enemy

Development of Ukrainian economy

Respect for democratic principles (freedom of speech, holding 
elections etc)

Open borders

Recovery / reconstruction / investments in Ukraine

Free trade / trade without tariffs

EU accession

Implementation, enforcement and compliance with all EU standards/
conditions in Ukraine

Social security and support (IDPs, war veterans, etc.)

Infrastructure / roads should meet European standards

NATO accession

Security guarantees

Environmental protection / animal rights protection

European currency in Ukraine

Other

Other: I do not feel any integration at all / the integration is 
unsuccessful

Other: I am against integration and the EU

Undecided / difficult to say



22

Foreign policy and security. Opinions of Ukrainian Society–2025 
Results of the nationwide opinion poll commissioned by the New Europe Center

9	 DO YOU SUPPORT UKRAINE’S MEMBERSHIP IN THE EU?

10DO YOU SUPPORT UKRAINE’S MEMBERSHIP IN NATO?

9. Do you support Ukraine’s membership in the EU?

11. In your opinion, how should Ukraine respond if Hungary 
continues to block the start of EU accession talks and 
Ukraine’s future accession to the EU? (Up to two answers 
possible).

12. Let us imagine that the preparations for EU 
membership and the first years after accession may 
be accompanied by certain negative consequences 
(for example, higher prices for specific goods and 
services, or additional administrative procedures 
when accessing some public services). How would 
this affect your support for Ukraine’s membership in 
the EU?

10. Do you support Ukraine’s membership in NATO?

85.5%

11.5%

3.0%

71.3%

25.3%

3.4%

31.0%

35.0%

54.7%

3.7%

20.3%

67.5%

1.5%

7.8%

0.9%

2.1%

9. Do you support Ukraine’s membership in the EU?

11. In your opinion, how should Ukraine respond if Hungary 
continues to block the start of EU accession talks and 
Ukraine’s future accession to the EU? (Up to two answers 
possible).

12. Let us imagine that the preparations for EU 
membership and the first years after accession may 
be accompanied by certain negative consequences 
(for example, higher prices for specific goods and 
services, or additional administrative procedures 
when accessing some public services). How would 
this affect your support for Ukraine’s membership in 
the EU?

10. Do you support Ukraine’s membership in NATO?

85.5%

11.5%

3.0%

71.3%

25.3%

3.4%

31.0%

35.0%

54.7%

3.7%

20.3%

67.5%

1.5%

7.8%

0.9%

2.1%

 Yes

 No

 Difficult to say

 Yes

 No

 Difficult to say
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11	 IN YOUR OPINION, HOW SHOULD UKRAINE RESPOND IF HUNGARY CONTINUES TO 
BLOCK THE START OF EU ACCESSION TALKS AND UKRAINE’S FUTURE ACCESSION 
TO THE EU? (Up to two answers possible). 

12	LET US IMAGINE THAT THE PREPARATIONS FOR EU MEMBERSHIP AND THE 
FIRST YEARS AFTER ACCESSION MAY BE ACCOMPANIED BY CERTAIN NEGATIVE 
CONSEQUENCES (FOR EXAMPLE, HIGHER PRICES FOR SPECIFIC GOODS AND 
SERVICES, OR ADDITIONAL ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES WHEN ACCESSING 
SOME PUBLIC SERVICES). HOW WOULD THIS AFFECT YOUR SUPPORT FOR 
UKRAINE’S MEMBERSHIP IN THE EU?

Continue reforms and integration regardless 
Hungary’s block

Pressure Hungary through the EU and partners

Try to seek compromise with Hungary

Difficult to say

It will not change the level of support

It will reduce the level of support

Other*

Difficult to say

Other: It will increase the support

Other: I do not support accession in the EU at all

9. Do you support Ukraine’s membership in the EU?

11. In your opinion, how should Ukraine respond if Hungary 
continues to block the start of EU accession talks and 
Ukraine’s future accession to the EU? (Up to two answers 
possible).

12. Let us imagine that the preparations for EU 
membership and the first years after accession may 
be accompanied by certain negative consequences 
(for example, higher prices for specific goods and 
services, or additional administrative procedures 
when accessing some public services). How would 
this affect your support for Ukraine’s membership in 
the EU?

10. Do you support Ukraine’s membership in NATO?

85.5%

11.5%

3.0%

71.3%

25.3%

3.4%

31.0%

35.0%

54.7%

3.7%

20.3%

67.5%

1.5%

7.8%

0.9%

2.1%

9. Do you support Ukraine’s membership in the EU?

11. In your opinion, how should Ukraine respond if Hungary 
continues to block the start of EU accession talks and 
Ukraine’s future accession to the EU? (Up to two answers 
possible).

12. Let us imagine that the preparations for EU 
membership and the first years after accession may 
be accompanied by certain negative consequences 
(for example, higher prices for specific goods and 
services, or additional administrative procedures 
when accessing some public services). How would 
this affect your support for Ukraine’s membership in 
the EU?

10. Do you support Ukraine’s membership in NATO?

85.5%

11.5%

3.0%

71.3%

25.3%

3.4%

31.0%

35.0%

54.7%

3.7%

20.3%

67.5%

1.5%

7.8%

0.9%

2.1%

54,7%

9. Do you support Ukraine’s membership in the EU?

11. In your opinion, how should Ukraine respond if Hungary 
continues to block the start of EU accession talks and 
Ukraine’s future accession to the EU? (Up to two answers 
possible).

12. Let us imagine that the preparations for EU 
membership and the first years after accession may 
be accompanied by certain negative consequences 
(for example, higher prices for specific goods and 
services, or additional administrative procedures 
when accessing some public services). How would 
this affect your support for Ukraine’s membership in 
the EU?

10. Do you support Ukraine’s membership in NATO?

85,5%

11,5%

3,0%

71,3%

25,3%

3,4%

31,0%

35,0%

3,7%

20,3%

67,5%

1,5%

7,8%

0,9%

2,1%

*“Other” options
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13	 IN ORDER TO JOIN THE EU, UKRAINE MUST BRING ITS LEGISLATION INTO LINE 
WITH EU LAW. HOW DO YOU THINK THIS SHOULD BE DONE?

14	 IN YOUR OPINION, WHEN WILL UKRAINE BECOME A MEMBER OF THE EUROPEAN 
UNION?

13. In order to join the EU, Ukraine must bring its legislation into line with EU law. How do you think this should 
be done?

14. In your opinion, when will Ukraine become a member of the European Union?

46.9%

46.8%

6.4%

59.0%

36.4%

4.6%

2025 2023

2025 2023

32.3%

19.0%

16.9%

15.2%

10.9%

5.7%

34.0%

16.8%

17.2%

13.0%

11.0%

7.9%

13. In order to join the EU, Ukraine must bring its legislation into line with EU law. How do you think this should 
be done?

14. In your opinion, when will Ukraine become a member of the European Union?

46.9%

46.8%

6.4%

59.0%

36.4%

4.6%

2025 2023

2025 2023

32.3%

19.0%

16.9%

15.2%

10.9%

5.7%

34.0%

16.8%

17.2%

13.0%

11.0%

7.9%

Prepare all necessary laws as thoroughly as possible, hold all 
necessary discussions, even if it takes a long time

Pass all necessary laws as quickly as possible; there is no time to 
waste, even if some things need to be revised later

Difficult to say

Over the next 5 years

As soon as the war is over

Over the next 10 years

Never

More than in 10 years

Difficult to say
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15	 WHAT COMES TO YOUR MIND WHEN YOU HEAR EU AND US REPRESENTATIVES 
POINTING TO CORRUPTION IN UKRAINE?

16	 UKRAINE AND ITS PARTNERS ARE CONSIDERING DEPLOYING A MILITARY 
CONTINGENT OF PARTNER STATES (THE ‘COALITION OF THE WILLING’) IN 
UKRAINE. DETAILS ARE STILL BEING FINALISED. HOW MUCH DO YOU GENERALLY 
SUPPORT OR OPPOSE SUCH A DECISION? 

16. Ukraine and its partners are considering deploying a military contingent of partner states (the ‘Coalition of the 
Willing’) in Ukraine. Details are still being finalised. How much do you generally support or oppose such a decision? 

15. What comes to your mind when you hear EU and US representatives pointing to corruption in Ukraine?

62.8%

63.0%

70.4%

14.0%

12.3%

11.0%

9.7%

11.3%

7.7%

9.5%

6.5%

6.1%

1.4%

3.8%

2.7%
They are doing the right thing; we need pressure from the EU and the USA to overcome corruption

Is it really the main problem now? It would be better to provide more weapons

ЄС і США шукають приводи, аби відмовити Україні в більшій підтримці

ЄС і США не мають права нас повчати, ми самі розберемося у своїх справах

Не визначився / Важко сказати

Інше

2025

2024

2023

1.2%

2.7%

2.1%

8.1%

15.8%

38.0%

34.7%

23.9%

3.5%

72.7%

16. Ukraine and its partners are considering deploying a military contingent of partner states (the ‘Coalition of the 
Willing’) in Ukraine. Details are still being finalised. How much do you generally support or oppose such a decision? 

15. What comes to your mind when you hear EU and US representatives pointing to corruption in Ukraine?

62.8%

63.0%

70.4%

14.0%

12.3%

11.0%

9.7%

11.3%

7.7%

9.5%

6.5%

6.1%

1.4%

3.8%

2.7%
They are doing the right thing; we need pressure from the EU and the USA to overcome corruption

Is it really the main problem now? It would be better to provide more weapons

ЄС і США шукають приводи, аби відмовити Україні в більшій підтримці

ЄС і США не мають права нас повчати, ми самі розберемося у своїх справах

Не визначився / Важко сказати

Інше

2025

2024

2023

1.2%

2.7%

2.1%

8.1%

15.8%

38.0%

34.7%

23.9%

3.5%

72.7%

 They are doing the right thing; we need pressure from the EU and the USA to overcome corruption

 Is it really the main problem now? It would be better to provide more weapons

 The EU and the USA are looking for excuses to deny Ukraine greater support

 The EU and the USA have no right to teach us; we will handle our own affairs

 Undecided / Difficult to say

 Other

 Strongly oppose

 Rather oppose

 Rather support

 Strongly support

 Difficult to say

 Generally support

 Generally do not support
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17 	 WHAT IS CLOSER TO YOUR OPINION?17. What is closer to your opinion?

50.7% 39.1% 10.2%

The deployment of foreign troops from the ‘Coalition 
of the willing’ (in particular France and the United 

Kingdom) without permission to participate in 
combat operations HAS political significance and can 

be seen as an element of security guarantees.

The deployment of foreign troops from the ‘Coalition of the Willing’ 
(in particular France and the United Kingdom) without permission to 
participate in combat operations HAS NO political significance and 

cannot be seen as an element of security guarantees.

Difficult to say
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18. Please assess the level of trust to each of these international organizations / associations

ЄС НАТО

G7 ООН

ОБСЕ КОАЛИЦИЯ

64.4%

32.6%

3.0%

53.7%

44.6%

1.8%

37.9%

58.1%

4.0%
35.6%

61.5%

2.9%

62.4%

30.9%
6.7%

67.5%

28.6%

3.8%

34.6%

58.4%

7.0%
41.1%

54.3%

4.6%

53.7%
34.7%

11.6%

69.2%

27.5%

3.3%

72.1%

26.6%

1.4%18	 PLEASE ASSESS THE LEVEL OF TRUST TO EACH OF THESE INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS / ASSOCIATIONS

European 
Union

(the EU)

G7

OSCE COALITION 
OF THE 

WILLING

United 
Nations 

(UN)

NATO

 Rather trust / Fully trust
 Rather do not trust / Do not trust at all
 Undecided / Difficult to say

 Rather trust / Fully trust
 Rather do not trust / Do not trust at all
 Undecided / Difficult to say

2025 2024
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+24.1%

-3.5% -2.7% -2.9% -3.4% -13.1% -4.3% –34.3% -14.4% -7.6% -8.8%
0%

+15.0% +35.8% +7.4% +11.9% +25.0% +8.7% +10.9% +5.2% +10.5% +3.6%-20.6%

+2.1% +2.4% +25.5% +20.0%+3.5%

-20.2% -1.3% -0.7% -0.2%
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20 WHICH FOREIGN LEADERS DO YOU DISTRUST THE MOST?
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ABOUT NEW EUROPE CENTER

The New Europe Center was founded in 2017 as an independent think tank. The 
New Europe Center became recognized by offering high-quality analysis on foreign 
policy issues in Ukraine and regional security by combining active, effective work 

with advocacy.

The New Europe Center’s vision is very much in line with the views of the majority 
of Ukrainians about the future of their country: Ukraine should be integrated into the 

European Union and NATO.

More about New Europe Center: www.neweurope.org.ua 
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