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The opinion poll was funded by the UK government as part of the “Mutual
Transformative Power: changing Ukraine through cooperation with wider
Europe" project, implemented by the New Europe Center. The views
expressed in this material are those of the author(s) and may not coincide
with the official position of the UK government.

Omnibus is a monthly national representative opinion poll. The
March 2026 wave was conducted between 7 and 20 March 2026.

The poll sample comprised of 1,000 respondents. The poll was
conducted using the CATI method (computer-assisted telephone
interviews) based on a random sample of mobile phone numbers.
The sample is representative of the population of Ukraine aged
16+ by gender, age, region and size of place of residence prior
to the full-scale invasion, in accordance with the latest available
data from the State Statistics Service of Ukraine as of 1 January
2022. The theoretical margin of error does not exceed 3.1% with
a confidence level of 95%. The survey was not conducted in the
temporarily occupied territories of the Autonomous Republic of
Crimeaq, the city of Sevastopol, the Donetsk and Luhansk regions
and other areas under occupation, as well as in territories where

Ukrainian mobile network coverage is unavailable.
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KEY FINDINGS

MIXED PERCEPTIONS

Ukrainians support NATO membership, but
do not fully trust the Alliance itself. 68.9% of
Ukrainians support the country's accession
to NATO. At the same time, 54.7% of respon-
dents trust the Alliance, while 41.5% do not.
This indicates that some respondents, despite
wanting Ukraine to join NATO, remain skep-
tical of it. The Center recorded a decline in
trust in the Alliance for the first time last year:
in November 2024, 32.6% of respondents did
not trust NATO, compared to 44.6% last year
(in March this year, this figure has remained al-
most unchanged at 41.5%).

AN ALLIANCE OF SUPPORT AND
SECURITY

Public trust in NATO in Ukraine largely de-
pends on the practical assistance provided by
the Alliance. At the same time, positive per-
ceptions are also shaped by viewing the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization as a powerful se-
curity bloc — a force to be reckoned with.
The New Europe Center asked Ukrainians who
trust NATO an open-ended question (without
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suggested answer options): what most influ-
ences your trust? The top three factors were:
“support to Ukraine" (18.5%), "defence for
Ukraine" (13.3%), and "security guarantees"
(11.8%). Other factors included: "powerful
countries are members of NATO" (10.8%),
“the only way to win the war against Russia"
(8.3%), "NATO values" (5.4%), and "NATO
military potential” (5.0%), among others. As
we can see, the responses can be grouped
into two main clusters — support for Ukraine
and a high assessment of NATO's capabili-
ties. The response "“security guarantees"” to
some extent bridges these two approach-
es. Ukrainians trust NATO because it guaran-
tees security to its members (i.e., trust in the
strength of the Alliance: "NATO members are
not attacked"), but respondents also recog-
nize that the Alliance could protect Ukraine
from Russian aggression — reflecting a clear
expectation of direct protection ("if we were
in NATO, Russia would not have attacked,”
"protection from Russia," "it can provide
guarantees for Ukraine's security").

DISTRUST DUE TO INACTION

Ukrainians primarily distrust NATO because
of how they assess its behavior during the
war: the Alliance is perceived as doing too
little, acting slowly, and lacking decisiveness.

levels of trust and expectations of the Alliance

Responses to the open-ended question about
the reasons for distrust included: "not enough
help to Ukraine" (16.5%), “more talking than
doing" (13.5%), "lack of action" (11.0%), "they
can't defend themselves" (9.1%), and "the war
is still ongoing" (6.1%) — these are the five
most frequently cited reasons. Most of these
explanations relate to NATO's policy toward
Ukraine; however, some responses referred
to NATO itself — its "instability," the fact that
the Alliance "doesn't use Article 5, as well
as "current U.S. politics.” At the same time, a
portion of Ukrainians admitted that they "sim-
ply do not trust” without a specific reason (al-
most 6%).

SOCIOLOGICAL EXPERIMENT

The New Europe Center asked an experimen-
tal question to the more than 40% of respon-
dents who do not trust NATO: "Right now,
over 80% of all military help for Ukraine is
supplied through NATO. Does this informa-
tion change your attitude towards NATO?"
More than a quarter (27.5%) of Ukrainians re-
sponded that yes, it does — this fact makes
their attitude toward the Alliance more pos-
itive. This suggests that a lack of awareness
influences a portion of respondents. If we
add this share of respondents who are will-
ing to change their opinion to those who
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already trust NATO, the total would exceed
65%. This is roughly the same level of trust in
the Alliance observed in Ukraine in November
2024 (64.4%). At the same time, the share of
those unaffected by this information remains
significant: 58.4% of respondents from the
group that does not trust NATO said they
would not change their opinion. Taking into
account respondents’' explanations for their
distrust, one possible hypothesis is that the
mere fact of military assistance is not suffi-
cient to restore trust — the timeliness and
speed of support also matter ("if they had
helped us in the first days of the war"). Many
Ukrainians linked their distrust to the fact
that "the war is still going on"; accordingly,
regardless of the scale of weapons deliver-
ies, the key indicator for this group remains
the cessation of Russian aggression. One re-
sponse that captures this public sentiment
is: "minimum help: enough to keep us from
dying, but not enough to let us win." Another
possible hypothesis is that media discus-
sions about the insufficient capability and/
or decisiveness of NATO countries to defend
themselves — particularly in the event of an
invasion of the Baltic states, especially under
conditions of potential U.S. passivity or even
withdrawal from NATO — contribute to these
perceptions. As a result, some respondents
question NATO's "ability to defend itself."

S

WHAT CONCRETE STEPS WOULD
YOU LIKE TO SEE FROM NATO
IN THE COMING YEAR?

64.1% of respondents expect an increase in
weapons supplies and financial assistance. At
the same time, there is a strong demand for
humanitarian initiatives — including demining,
psychological resilience, and veteran support
(44.4.%) — which demonstrates that NATO is
perceived not only as a military alliance, but
also as a broader security instrument. More than
one-third of respondents support extending an
invitation for Ukraine to join NATO (35.8%) and
deploying a NATO military contingent (34.9%).
It can be assumed that these two figures would
be significantly higher if Ukrainians believed
these steps to be realistic, or if there were few-
er doubts regarding the United States. Notably,
the decline in trust in NATO coincided with the
period when the issue of membership invitation
disappeared from the public agenda (following
the inauguration of the new U.S. president). This
does not mean that Ukrainians themselves have
abandoned the Euro-Atlantic perspective. On
the contrary, the majority do not support the
idea of NATO publicly rejecting Ukraine's mem-
bership. Only 16.3% chose the option: "NATO's
public rejection of Ukraine's membership, and
the suspension of cooperation in order to bring
the war to an end.”



How Ukrainians assess NATO in 2026
Commissioned by New Europe Center, Info Sapiens has examined Ukrainians’ views on support for membership,
levels of trust and expectations of the Alliance

DO YOU SUPPORT UKRAINE'S MEMBERSHIP IN NATO?

I 68.9 %
Yes 71.3%

D 24.0%
No 24.0%

25.3%
- o,
Difficult to say 3 A;J 7
e Il March 2026 November 2025
HOW MUCH DO YOU TRUST NATO?
64.4%
S4.7% 53.7%
L4.6%
41.5%
32.6%
3.7% 1.8% 3.0%
March 2026 November 2025 November 2024
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QUESTION FOR PEOPLE WHO TRUST: WHAT INFLUENCES YOUR TRUST IN NATO THE
MOST? (OPEN QUESTION).

Support to Ukraine (military, financial)
Defence for Ukraine

Security guarantees

Powerful countries are members of NATO
(the economy, attitudes towards Ukraine,
influence on the world stage, etc.)

The only way to win the war against
Russia

NATO values (democracy, rule of law,
defending members of Alliance etc.)

NATO military potential

NATO's response following the start of
the full-scale invasion

NATO stability

Logical path of development for Ukraine
NATO reputation as reliable Alliance
NATO is a force to be reckoned with
NATO attitude towards Ukraine

Hope / trust without reason

Other

Difficult to say

e 13.3%
e 11.8%
e 10.8%
I s.3%
D 5.4%

I 0%
I 0%

D 29%
I 2%
D 2%
D 8%
e 7%
- 1.3%
mmmm

4.8%

18.5%

18.1%
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QUESTION FOR PEOPLE WHO DO NOT TRUST: WHAT INFLUENCES YOUR DISTRUST
IN NATO THE MOST? (OPEN QUESTION).

Not enough help to Ukraine
More talking than doing

Lack of action

They can't defend themselves
War is still going on

Simply do not trust (without a
reason)

NATO is not a guarantor of security
Lack of unity

They are slow to make decisions

There is a feeling they don't want
Ukraine to be in Alliance

Indecisiveness
Doesn't use Article 5
Current U.S. politics

NATO instability

They do not honour their own
agreements

Other

Difficult to say

16.5%

e 13.5%
I 11.0%
I 9-1%
D 1%
D 5.8%
I 5-6%
I 5.5

. 42%

I 0%

D 3.8%

I 2.4%

I 2%

B 1.46%

B o.s%

mpmmmmmmmmmmmmzz2% ©-s%

6.8%
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QUESTION FOR THOSE WHO DO NOT TRUST: RIGHT NOW, OVER 80% OF ALL
MILITARY HELP FOR UKRAINE IS SUPPLIED THROUGH NATO. DOES THIS INFORMATION
CHANGE YOUR ATTITUDE TOWARDS NATO?

| Difficult to say
8.2% |

Make my attitude
more positive

|
27.5%

Does not change

| 58.4%

Make my attitude
more negative

5.9% |
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WHAT CONCRETE STEPS WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE FROM NATO IN THE COMING

YEAR?

Increase of weapon supply and
financial help

Humanitarian projects (demining,
psychological resilience, support of
veterans)

Inviting Ukraine to join NATO

Sending NATO military contingent in
Ukraine

Expansion of training programmes for
Ukrainian military personnel

NATO's public rejection of Ukraine's
membership, and the suspension of
cooperation in order to bring the war
to an end

Other

Difficult to say/refusal from answer

Other: Increase support to Ukraine
(without specifying)

Other: For war to end

Other: More pressure on Russia

64.1%

I 4%

I 55 5%
I 55
I 2:.6%

D 16.3%

1.8%
4.5%
1.1%
3.1%

0.6%
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ABOUT NEW EUROPE CENTER

The New Europe Center was founded in 2017 as an independent think tank. The
New Europe Center became recognized by offering high-quality analysis on foreign
policy issues in Ukraine and regional security by combining active, effective work
with advocacy.

The New Europe Center's vision is very much in line with the views of the majority
of Ukrainians about the future of their country: Ukraine should be integrated into the
European Union and NATO.

More about New Europe Center: www.neweurope.org.ua
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